
The Moral Argument

Here’s a curated list of Bible verses that speak to the moral values of good and evil, 
showing how they are rooted in the very essence and nature of God:


1. God as the Source of Goodness 

• Psalm 119:68 – “You are good and do good; teach me your statutes.”  
(God’s nature is good, and His laws flow out of that goodness.)


• James 1:17 – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change.”  
(Good is not arbitrary but consistent with God’s unchanging nature.)


• Mark 10:18 – “No one is good except God alone.” 
(Goodness itself is defined by who God is.)


2. God’s Holiness Defines Moral Standards 

• Isaiah 5:20 – “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness 
for light and light for darkness…” 
(Moral relativism is condemned; God’s holiness is the standard.)


• Habakkuk 1:13 – “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate 
wrongdoing.” 
(God’s holiness means He is utterly opposed to evil.)


• 1 Peter 1:15–16 – “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 
for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” 
(Our moral calling flows from God’s holiness.)


3. God’s Law Reveals Good and Evil 

• Romans 7:12 – “So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 
righteous and good.”  
(The law is a reflection of God’s moral essence.)


• Micah 6:8 – “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?” 
(Goodness is revealed in God’s requirements.)


• Psalm 19:7–8 – “The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes 
of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are 
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right, giving joy to the heart; the commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to 
the eyes.” 
(Moral clarity comes from God’s revealed Word.)


4. The Contrast of Good and Evil 

• Romans 12:9 – “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good.” 
(Believers are called to actively reject evil and cling to good.)


• Amos 5:14–15 – “Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, 
the God of hosts, will be with you… Hate evil, and love good, and establish 
justice in the gate.”  
(Good and evil are opposites, rooted in God’s nature.)


• Proverbs 8:13 – “The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil.” 
(Reverence for God naturally produces rejection of evil.)


5. Christ as the Full Revelation of God’s Goodness 

• John 1:5 – “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.” 
(Christ embodies God’s goodness against the backdrop of evil.)


• Romans 12:21 – “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
(Through Christ, believers are empowered to embody God’s good.)


• 1 John 1:5 – “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” 
(God’s very essence is pure goodness—light without darkness.)


 These passages together show that:


• Good is not defined by culture or human opinion but by God’s unchanging 
essence.


• Evil is everything that contradicts God’s nature.


• Our moral values and obligations flow directly from God’s holiness, 
goodness, and law.
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