
Nativity Story

Why Only Matthew and Luke Record the Birth of 
Jesus 

The Nativity Appears in Two Gospels 
The story of Jesus’ birth is recorded in Matthew 1–2 and Luke 1–2. 
Though they emphasize different details, both agree on key truths:


• Jesus was born in Bethlehem,


• conceived by the Holy Spirit,


• and identified early as the long-awaited Messiah.


Matthew highlights Joseph, prophecy fulfillment, the Magi, and Herod’s response. 
Luke highlights Mary, the shepherds, the census, and the temple presentation.


Why Mark Does Not Include a Birth Story 
Mark begins with the ministry of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus. 
His focus is on:


• Jesus’ public ministry,


• His miracles,


• the immediate call to discipleship.


Mark’s Gospel is fast-paced and action-oriented. 
His purpose was not to describe Jesus’ childhood but to proclaim His authority and 
message.


Why John Does Not Include a Birth Story 
John opens with a deeply theological introduction:


• “In the beginning was the Word…”


• “The Word became flesh…”
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Instead of recounting Bethlehem, John focuses on Jesus’ eternal origin—that He 
existed with God from the beginning and entered human history as the light of the 
world.


John answers the question “Who is Jesus?” more than “How was He born?”


The Rest of the New Testament Affirms His Birth 
While not giving a nativity narrative, Paul affirms:


• Jesus was “born of a woman” (Galatians 4:4)


• He came “in the likeness of humanity” (Philippians 2:6–8)


• He descended from David’s line (Romans 1:3)


Together, he confirms Jesus’ true humanity and His fulfillment of Scripture.


Why Matthew and Luke Chose to Include the Nativity 
• Matthew writes for a Jewish audience to show Jesus as the promised Messiah. 

He highlights prophecy and kingship.


• Luke writes as a historian, compiling eyewitness testimony. 
He provides the most detailed account of Jesus’ early life.


Each Gospel writer selects material according to purpose, not contradiction.


A Unified Message Across All Four Gospels 
Although only Matthew and Luke describe Jesus’ birth, all four Gospels agree on 
these core truths:


• Jesus is God in the flesh.


• Jesus entered human history at a real time and place.


• Jesus is the Savior foretold in Scripture.


• Jesus’ mission was to bring salvation to all people.
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The different starting points complement one another, giving the church a richer 
and fuller picture of Christ.


Page  of 3 3


